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A a slowreacting, photographic printing process

A sensitive to UVA (300 to 400 nm)

A produces a cyasblue print used for art as monochrome imager
A applicable on a range of material, for reprography (blueprints)

A process uses ferric ammonium citratgl,0,-nFe-nHN,
potassium ferricyanide i{Fe(CN)], and water to develop and fix
A announced in 1842, it is still in use

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyanotype#Herschel's_formula_and_metho
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Principle of the process

A ferric ammonium citrate: exposed to light,
citrate Is oxidized, iron (lll) is reduced to iron (Il

A when adding potassium hexacyanoferrate(ll)
solution to an iron(ll) sulphate solution, Berlin
blue is formed

A at low concentrations: dye still watesoluble

A excess of iron(ll) ions: insoluble Berlin blue
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Sensitisation

The solution

A is lightsensitive and must therefore be prepared and
processed in subdued light!

A is applied with a brush to the paper, making sure thz
nothing gets on the back of the paper

! A Is dried in a darkened room

It is best to apply thesensitisinglayer twice.
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Exposure of 1:1 prints

A Aninverted picture can be produced as follows: Sele
a digital highcontrast image, invert it, and print it on
a transparent film.

A This inverted picture is placed on theensitised
paper, both are stretched in a photo frame and fixed

A This frame can now be exposed to the brightest
possible sunlight: Expose for-55 minutes until the
exposed edges of the photo paper appear dark gre
or brown.
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Exposure of objects

A Objects are arranged and aligned to the
corresponding paper size beforehand

A Then they are transferred to the sensitive paper and
weighted down with a glass plate

A A picture frame in which the paper and the objects
are clamped is also suitable
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Watering / Fixing

A Immerse the exposed paper it in a tray of cold water

A The watersolublesensitisinglayer now detaches
from the unexposed areas, the exposed areas rema

A The image must be rinsed several times until the
water that runs off is completelyincoloured

(Remaining lightsensitive substance would react further
on contact with light and subsequently obscure the image

A Finally, the paper must be dried
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